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Yazd Water Museum, A Structure for Rethinking the History of the Developing

World's Water Civilization to Modern Adaptation to Nature

MohammadMehdi JavadianZadeh
PhD of Water Resource Engeneering, Khajeh-Nasir University and Director of Yazd Regional
Water Authority, Iran Ministry of Enegy

Abbas FaghihKhorasani
PhD of Development Studies, University of Tehran and Scietific Consultant of the International
Center on Qanats and Historic Hydraulic Center (UNESCO-ICQHS) - Yazd, Iran

Abstract; If we consider society and nature as two distinct and fundamentally different entities, each of
which is governed by its own set of laws, the first by cultural laws and the second by natural laws, we are
forced away from describing a social history of the environment. This is the problem faced by a generation
of Iranian sociologists. This means that by borrowing from the theories of the Asiatic mode of production
and Oriental Despotism, they tried to reduce their analysis only based on climatic issues or only on Iranian
attitudes. With the mediation of nature, man - as a social being — produces the social space. In fact, water
itself is one of the factors in building social space. The water reaches the city in the partnership between
man and nature and makes the physical space of the city. Because it is the path of water that determines
the path of urban development. The physical symbols of civilization in semi-arid countries of the
developing world are built along the water path from houses to the market, mosques, and school. The
interaction between stakeholders in the context of Kariz civilization based on generalized trust is the basis
of the sense of belonging to the space created by the presence of water. The traditional knowledge of
cooperative management of water resources is formed in this interactive space between the water and
the local community. This cooperative social atmosphere that is reproduced throughout history also
affects the attitude and behavior of people. Applying a Socio-Environmental approach, this article tries to
analyze the history of water civilization in developing countries, which have always been agricultural
societies, with a closer look at Iran and Kariz civilization in Yazd city. The water museum can be assumed
as the object of representation of the Kariz civilization to participate in building a modern living space

adapting to nature.

KeyWords: Water, Qanat, Kariz Civilization, Reflexive Modrnization, Yazd Water Meusum
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